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SUBJECT :MALI MINISTER INFORMED THAT UN VOTES MIGHT AFFECT 
US ASSISTANCE 

REF: A) USUN 5428, B) BAMAKO 3986, C) STATE 254144 

1. DURING CALL AT DEPARTMENT (AFAV) ON OCTOBER 29 BY 
MALI MINISTER OF TRANSPORT AND PUBLIC WORKS DEMBELE, AC- 
COMPANIED BY AMBASSADOR TO US AND UN PERM REP KANTE, 
DEMBELE TURNED DISCUSSION TO RECENT DEVELOPMENTS IN MALI 
HIGHWAY LOAN (REFTEL C). IN RESPONSE TO OUR QUESTION, HE 
SAID US FINANCING FOR MALI'S ROADS, ESPECIALLY THE BAMAKO/ 
ABIDJAN ROAD, WAS OF GREAT IMPORTANCE TO MALI, IN VIEW 
OF ITS LAND LOCKED SITUATION. WE TOOK ADVANTAGE OF OPPOR 
TUNITY TO NOTE THAT US ALSO HAD IMPORTANT INTERESTS TO 
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WHICH IT ATTACHED CONSIDERABLE IMPORTANCE. AMONG THESE 
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ARE THE KOREAN AND ZIONISM RESOLUTIONS IN THE UNGA. WE 
HAD READ WITH INTEREST A DETAILED SUMMARY OF KANTE'S 
SPEECH ON KOREA (REF A), AND TAKEN CAREFUL NOTE OF MALTS 
VOTING POSITION ON KOREA, ZIONISM AND PUERTO RICO. WE 
COMMENTED THATMALI'S POSITION ON THESE MATTERS COULD 
NOT HELP BUT CREATE A LESS FAVORABLE ATMOSPHERE FOR THE 
CONSIDERATION OF FURTHER AID, ALTHOUGH NO DECISIONS HAD 
YET BEEN TAKEN. 

2. DEMBELE WAS TAKEN ABACK. HE REPLIED THAT HE WAS NOT 
FOREIGN AFFAIRS EXPERT BUT CONCENTRATED ON DOMESTIC 
MATTERS. HE TURNED TO KANTE, WHO OFFERED NO EXPLANATION 
FOR MALIAN VOTES AND HIS OCTOBER 28 SPEECH BUT COMMENTED 
THAT DEMBELE HAD ACTED AS FOREIGN MINISTER AD INTERIM 
DURING A FOUR YEAR PERIOD. 

3. COMMENT: IT IS CLEAR THAT GOM REPRESENTATIVES 
UNDERSTOOD OUR POINTS. 

4. DEMBELE HAS MET WITH AFR/CWR ON HIGHWAY LOAN ON 
OCTOBER 30. MEETING WAS CAREFULLY RESTRICTED BY BOTH 
SIDES TO TECHNICALITIES. FURTHER REPORT SEPTEL. KISSINGER 
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